
Monthly Club News Update #66 : August 2026 

 
What’s happening at the Rugby Club ? 

 

 

Ideas for content for the Monthly Update are always welcome – just send the 

idea or 50-100 words to Brad Webster. 

What you can read about in this edition : 

1. Delay to the Season 

2. Pre-Season Fixtures 

3. 1st XV League Fixtures 

4. Next Season’s Coaches and Captains 

5. Off-Season Update 

6. Pre-Match Lunches 

7. Members Subs now due 

8. Mini Junior Registration Days 

9. Age Grade Player Registration 

10. Men’s and Women’s Player Registration 

11. Centenary Celebrations 

12. New Sponsors 

13. Duty Managers Needed 

14. No Dogs Allowed 

 

1. Delay to the Season 

The start had already been put back by a week and is now further postponed by two weeks because of the 

widespread drought conditions.  Even though we have been able to irrigate our main pitch, as have some 

other clubs, the decision was taken by the RFU to make sure everyone was treated the same.  So, competitive 

games cannot be played until week commencing 21 September - friendlies can still take place. 

 

The website shows the revised fixture dates. 

 

 

2. Pre-Season Fixtures 

There has already been an inter-club friendly on Friday, 14 August, and a squad played Otley on Friday, 21 

August.  The Men’s final warm-up game is : 

• Thursday, 10 September : Pocklington (Away) 18:30 KO - rearranged from 26 August 

 

The Women played a friendly against Scunthorpe on Sunday, 23 August.  Their final warm-up game is : 

• Sunday, 13 September  : Doncaster Demons (Home) 14:00 KO 

 

 

3. 1st XV League Fixtures 

The Men’s 1st XV will play in North One East again ; against Alnwick, Blaydon, Hull, Ilkley, Middlesbrough, 

North Ribblesdale, Northern, Sandal,  Scarborough, Scunthorpe, and York.  There is now just one September 

fixture : 

• Saturday, 26   : Alnwick (Away) 
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The Women’s 1st XV will play in Championship North 1 against Barnsley, Buckingham Swans, Bury St. 

Edmunds, Cheltenham Tigers, Kenilworth, Lichfield, Sale FC 1861, Shelford, and West Park Leeds.  September 

fixtures are : 

• Sunday, 27  : West Park Leeds (Away) 

 

The Women’s 2nd XV will again play in NC 3 North (South East) against : Beverley, Malton & Norton, Ripon, 

Scarborough Valkyries, Wharfedale and York.  September fixtures are : 

• Sunday, 27  : Malton & Norton (Away) 

 

A composite list of all senior fixtures is attached to this newsletter.  They are also posted on the website at 

https://driffieldrufc.com/results-driffield-1st-xv-first-team/  

 

 

4. Next Season’s Coaches and Captains 

Tosh Askew returns to the coaching team and is joined by James Watts.  Richard Mitchell-Williams will 

continue with the Women’s squad, joined by Adam Todd and Micha Newman.  Captains have been confirmed 

as : 

• 1st XV : Will Hughes 

• 2nd XV : Mark Blenkinsop 

• 3rd XV : Rob Bradley 

• 4th XV : Gareth Culpan 

• Women’s 1st XV : Ellie Harding 

• Women’s 2nd XV : Danielle Hayes 

 

5. Off-Season Update 

If you were not able to get to the AGM in July, here are some key points from the meeting - the minutes 

were posted on the website : 

• Andrew ‘Chappie’ Chapman took over from Adrian Harrison as President 

• Paul Dervey was confirmed as Vice Chair 

• The financial accounts for the year were positive – we made a profit last season 

• Overall numbers of sponsors and advertisers remains good, and are a valuable contribution to the 

funding of the club 

 

6. Pre-Match Lunches 

Ladies Day on Saturday, 19 September will go ahead with the return of the Turnbull Trophy game : our 2nd 

XV against Bridlington.  It is sold out. 

The Pipe and Glass Day will be 3 October.  It is also sold out. 

Tables for 1st XV fixtures have been selling fast, and there are only a few tables available : three-course 

lunches at £46.80 incl. VAT on the following dates : 

• 31 October – Ilkley 

• 21 November - North Ribblesdale 

• 5 December - Sandal 
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• 20 February - Middlesbrough 

There is also availability in the Founders Bar, with Grazd boxes for tables of eight at £20 per person, for all 

games except Ladies Day and Pipe and Glass. 

We are also hosting the following two-course lunches for tables of ten at £25 per person : 

• 28 November - Men’s 2nd XV v. Wharfedale 

• 12 December - Men’s 2nd XV v. Leodiensians 

• 16 January - Men's 2nd XV v. Hull Ionians 

• 13 February - Men's 2nd XV v. Malton & Norton 

• 3 April - Men's 2nd XV v. Beverley 

If anyone is interested in any of these dates, please contact Kerry Booth at the clubhouse on (01377) 256598.  

 

 

7. Members Subs now due 

Please remember that subs fall due on 1 September so, if you have not already taken care of them for the 

season, we would encourage you to do so.  Subs are : 

• Vice President : Donation (at least equal to a non-player member’s subscription) 

• Social Member : £75 

• Life Member : £1,300 

• 10-Year Member : £650 

• Senior Player – Men and Women : £180 

• Development Squad : £115 

• Player in full-time or further education : £115 

• Mini / Junior : £125 for first child, and £115 for siblings 

• Girls : Under 12 to 18 : £90 

• Under 6 : £70 

• Touch Rugby: £30 for over-16s, and £15 for under-16s 

You can pay by : 

• Bank Transfer to Sort Code 40-10-12; A/c no 61588303; Ref "Surname Initials" 

• Credit / debit card at the bar 

• Cash 

• Cheque : payable to Driffield RUFC Limited 

Please remember that we will reactivate your member’s discount card once you have paid for the coming 

season – we hold any balance on the card until then. Also that the RFU insurance does not cover playing 

members until they have paid in full for the season, or have set up a Standing Order to cover the full subs. 

 

 

8. Mini Junior Registration Days 

We hope Mini / Junior players and parents have had an enjoyable summer break and are looking forward to 

a new season of rugby at Driffield.  This will start with a Registration Day on Sunday, 6 September and 

another on 13 September.  We will be in the clubhouse from 10am - 12.30pm when it will be possible for 

players old and new to register for the season and pay their subs. 
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After that, if you have been unable to make your payment you should contact your Team’s Manager or Coach 

as soon as possible since it may not be possible to play games for the club if you are not a paid-up member, 

and registered with the RFU. 

 

Payment details are as above, but please use Ref "MJ Surname Initials" e.g. MJ Smith J 

 

 

9. Age Grade Player Registration 

Parents may have received an email from the RFU system asking them to re-register their age grade players. 

If you have not already done so, please log into your RFU account and take care of it – details of how to login 

are in the footer of the email that includes this newsletter. 

 

If you have received the email then you already have an account, so please do not create a new one – it will 

create a duplicate.  Please only create a new account for a family that is new to Driffield RUFC – you can add 

a child to an existing parent account. 

 

Parents are now responsible for their own children’s data, easing the administration burden on volunteer 

club administrators. The process allows you to check and update your details, such as a change of address. 

 

If you are having problems, please contact Brad Webster on driffieldrufc@gmail.com  

 

 

10. Men’s and Women’s Player Registration 

All players are required to re-register to play, and have been sent emails telling them how.  Log into GMS 

using the link in the footer of the email send by the club to you, and follow the instructions. 

 

 

11. Centenary Celebrations 
 

This season is our Centenary Season - we played our first game on 4 September 1926 away at Hessle Church, 

winning 19 - 6.  A number of events will happen during the season, including : 

• Saturday, 29 August : Launch Party - details on the website 

• Sunday, 30 August : Rugby Festival and Family Event, and Member’s Lunch 

• Saturday, 20 March : Sportsman’s Dinner - Will Greenwood 

 

12. New Sponsors 
 

We are always looking for more, so are delighted that we have some new sponsors for the coming season: 

• Boarcross 

• Limitless Conversions 

• Sandhill Holdings 

 

13. Duty Managers Needed 
 

Would you like to volunteer as a Duty Manager for 1st XV and 2nd XV home games ?  We need people to 

carry out a range of duties to make sure these busy days go smoothly, including meeting and greeting our 
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referees, visiting teams and our guests.  To say thank you, you get free entry to the match, and we will make 

sure you get a couple of drinks to reward you for your efforts.  Please contact Kerry Booth at the clubhouse 

on (01377) 256598 to let her know when you are available. 

 

 

14. No Dogs Allowed 
 

All members are reminded that no dogs, apart from assistance dogs, are allowed at the club on any 

occasion, whether a formal occasion or a social fixture.  This is consistent with almost all other rugby clubs. 
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