ANNUAL REPORT 2026

Mini Junior Section

Once again, we have had a very successful season, maintaining or increasing numbers across all age grades
in the mini / junior section. This season we had 341 young people registered across the age grades for girls
and boys — a small increase on last year’s 323. The increase is most noticeable among girls, reflecting a
growth in numbers across the country.

Numbers remain good again across the board and there looks to be more interest in the younger age
grades for next season. These young players will be the future of the club, so we aim to work hard as a
team to make sure they enjoy and progress in the game, and ultimately continue their rugby journey at
Driffield.

The Girls’ section has continued to cluster with Malton & Norton to train and play. This has helped with
their development. Emily Dean has done a great job heading this up and pushing the section forward. The
growth in numbers mean that we are likely to be able to field a team of Ul4s ourselves next season.

Minis Festival on Sunday, 26 April : numbers were up on the previous year and well over 900 young people
took part. The day was a huge success with some amazing feedback. With two Women’s matches in the
afternoon, the club was a hive of activity. The gate, food and cake stalls and bars had a combined turnover
of over £13,700 - up on the previous year by some margin.

Girls Festival : this took place after the Minis Festival, and over 150 girls took part. The success of this
means that we can now make this an annual event to run alongside the Minis Festival.

Yorkshire selection : once again, we have had players selected for Yorkshire, and our congratulations go to
Bjorn Binns, Will Carver, Joe Girking and Evan Warren-Lambert. Also to Lucas Hogg and Charlie Hogg for
selection to the Academy. Two there former juniors were capped : James Naylor for Canada, and Henry
Rodmell for the Army & Armed Forces U23s.

Colts Rugby : plans are in place to look at the development of players and the transition to senior rugby,
with Senior and Colts coaches working together.

Coaching Team : while most coaches are staying on, some young people have moved away and the parents
will not be involved next season giving us gaps in two age grades. We are working hard to encourage
others parents or players to fill those gaps.

RFU National Coach Development Programme : Emily Dean took part in this new scheme, and the
knowledge learnt will be shared across the mini junior coaching teams.

Volunteers : we have seen an increase in the number of volunteers on Sundays this season, with people
wanting to get involved and give up their time with the duty team rota and other activities. This is great to
see.

Plans are in place to space out the teams on busy Sunday morning for next year to relieve some of the
pressure in the clubhouse.

My thanks go to Lisa Naylor and Cat Bristow for the excellent work they do finding fixtures for all our
teams. And, of course, to Kerry and her team for catering for so many young people on Sundays.

Paul Dervey
Mini Junior Chair
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