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The traditional role of the Honorary Secretary is to be responsible for : 

• overseeing all correspondence of the club 

• maintaining required records, licences, minutes, deliberations, and compliance of the club 

• ensuring strong communication with all members of the Executive and the club 

 

 

Administration : we continue to be in a very good place.  The benefits of being a well-organised and 

managed club continue to be noticed by our visitors and customers, as well as both the RFU and Yorkshire 

RFU.  There have been good links with both these organisations during the season, and correspondence 

from them is well-documented at meetings of the Executive. 

 

Attendance : has been good at Executive Meetings throughout the year.  It is rare to receive apologies for 

them - given that all but two of the members of the Executive have full-time jobs, this is a tribute to their 

dedication to their roles. 

 

Health and Safety : we continue to carry out regular Health and Safety checks, and review Risk 

Assessments.  I would like to, once again, give particular thanks to Philip Dutton, who has worked tirelessly 

to keep this going.  Phil makes sure that the club deals with any issues straight away, or passes them to the 

Executive for action.  While Phil is happy to carry out the day-to-day checks, we are looking for one of our 

members to take on the lead for Health and Safety. 

 

Communication : this has changed significantly during the year, reflecting the general trend towards social 

media.  We now employ someone to drive our social media content to build interest in our events and 

membership.  There is the risk that this leaves out members that do not pay any attention to social media 

channels, so we plan to streamline the format of newsletters and send them out by email.  The Driffield 

RUFC Score Centre on WhatsApp continues to get good interest. 

 

County and other Honours : we continue to produce players that qualify, and periodically ensure that 

our ‘Honours Boards’ are kept up-to-date.  These include : J Naylor, E Warren-Lambert, S Mawer, B 

Thompson, L Atkins, E Mathers, S Shipley, L Hogg, C Rudd.  Also worth noting, is that four of our Women’s 

1st XV played in the Yorkshire squad that won the Gill Burns County Championship at Allianz Stadium for 

the second year in a row, with three of them scoring a try. 

 

Community Role : it has been rewarding to see the club continue this, with several charity fund-raising 

events during the season providing valuable support to local causes.  Also, the Christmas lunch : thanks must 

go to everyone involved for making it such a success. 

 

Volunteers : good clubs start with good people - they are worth their weight in gold.  They are an essential 

part of rugby, supporting many aspects of the game at mini, junior and adult rugby.  Our volunteers are 

amazing and contribute hundreds of hours each month so that rugby at Driffield can function and develop.  

There are too many to mention, and the club looks for opportunities to recognise them every year.  Our 

President continues to invite them as his guests to lunches to say thank you.  

 

We put three members forward to the Switch Volunteer of the Year Award : Gareth Culpan, Mark Ullyott, 

Hugo Glover.  I am delighted to say that Gareth was chosen by Yorkshire RFU from well over 100 

candidates, to go forward to the national awards at the Allianz Stadium later in the summer.  This is a 

wonderful recognition of his efforts with the Extra Cents and Mini / Junior section.  And also that Yorkshire 

RFU holds the club in high regard, as they have chosen a Driffield nominee for the second year in a row. 

 

Archive : with an eye on Centenary arrangements, I continue to seek and collect in archive materials to 

add to the 400 already collected.  Once collated and documented I will pass them to the East Riding Archive 

Service for long-term storage and protection.  We need more, and I would like to encourage all members to 

look through their own collections for more. 
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In Memoriam : we lost some long-standing members during the year, and I am sure we all have very fond 

memories of them all :  

• Rod Atherton : President (2005-06) 

• Michael Harper : President (2013-14) 

• Colin Seabrook : Hon. Treasurer (2000-02) 

• Chris Simpson : Club Captain (1974-75), President (2000-01) 

 

We were also saddened to hear of the untimely passing of Tony McNally, President of Yorkshire RFU, who 

died just a few weeks before the end of his second year in the role. 

 

Finally : I would like to thank our Chair, Simon Hornby, for his work and support over the year, and Kerry 

Booth and her team for their efficient handling of the day-to-day activities of the club. 

 

 

 

Brad Webster 

Honorary Secretary 
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